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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR:
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Welcome to our new board members Rosemary Lamb and Lauren Turczak ! It is always nice to have new energy on the Board.  Now that you are recovering from your Asian New Year celebrations, you can look forward to some exciting FCA events.  Chinese Culture Day is coming up, a trip for the little ones to Cartwheels and a bus trip to Boston to mention a few.  Thanks to all the organizers who make these things happen. 

Welcome Home!

By Marion Radin

In this column, we take a moment to welcome home your new arrivals.  If you have recently adopted a child or know of an FCA family that has recently adopted a child from Asia, please contact me at 479-3435 or FCA@radin.net.

Chun Ling Minucci was adopted in June 2004 at age 16 months by Susan and Richard Minucci.  Chun Ling, or “Ling Ling” as she is called, was born in Hengshan, Hunan Province, PRC.  The whole Minucci family, including big sister Sophia, had planned to travel to China to adopt Ling Ling, but Sophia came down with chicken pox the day before they were to travel.  After a quick repack and a frantic trip to New York City to change some paperwork, Susan ended up making the trip solo, while Richard stayed home to care for Sophia.

Despite the last-minute change of plans, Susan feels that the trip went very well.  Ling Ling was very curious about Susan during the first afternoon, and when she woke up the next day, it was as if they had been mother and daughter all along.  Susan spent two weeks in China, including some sight-seeing in Beijing with her travel group before meeting Ling Ling in Changsha.  After the adoption, they traveled to the orphanage in Hengshan where the nannies were delighted to see LingLing with her new mother.

Susan explained that, “the whole trip was a lesson in resilience, how adaptable and brave the babies are.”  Ling Ling continues to adapt to her new family and surroundings well.  She understands just about everything she hears, although she is not speaking yet.  Susan and Sophia, who is 7, are attending Chinese School, and Ling Ling will start when she is a little older.  Sophia loves Chinese School, especially learning about characters, and she also enjoys the opportunity to perform.  The Minucci family looks forward to participating in FCA events.

In September, 2004, Kathy Landers-Wise and Bowden Wise adopted Madeline XiaoFei Wise.  Madeline was born in October, 2003, in YangJiang, Guangdong Province, about 3 hours from Guangzhou.  Big sister Emma, from Hunan Province, stayed home with her grandma, and Kathy and Bowden missed her a lot!

Bowden’s father, “Gramps” to his grandchildren, accompanied them on the trip.  They did some sight-seeing in Beijing, visiting the Forbidden City, Summer Palace, and Tiananmen Square.  They were very happy to have the chance to have this tour before meeting up with their travel group.

Madeline is adjusting very well to her new surroundings.  She is gaining weight and getting speech and physical therapy to help her catch up.  She is very musical, has good rhythm, and loves to laugh and play.  Sister Emma, almost 3, is adjusting to having a new baby sister.  Some day soon they’ll be the best of friends!

We recently received this note from Patti and Steve Akers:

 

“I'm just dropping an email to let you know we've adopted our 2nd daughter from China.  We just returned on 12/2/04 -- having traveled with our 3 year old Andrea. Our new daughter, Jada AiJiao is from Kunming and resided at the Kunming Children's Welfare Institute in the Yunnan province of China. This has special meaning to us because it was where our daughter Andrea spent her first year of life.  We were completely surprised when we got the referral because we did not request this. We had tossed around the idea of requesting the same province, but decided we'd leave it in God's hands.  This gives me a renewed belief in the legend of the red thread! Another amazing thing is that we had the same guide that we did the first time -- such a sweet man.  

 

We got Jada when she was 10 months old -- she'll turn 1 year old on January 13, 2005.  We started talking about "baby-sister" to Andrea when we started the paper chase. She immediately loved the thought of having a baby sister.  Her favorite cousin Emily has a baby sister and she's happy to say she has one too. She loves having a baby sister for the most part now -- although she always seems to want to play with the toys that Jada is playing with!”

Congratulations to all the happy families!

MEMBERSHIP by Barbara Weaver

At the January board meeting it was decided that FCA membership / renewal fees will continue to be only $35 for 2 years. However, to simplify the renewal process all memberships will now be renewed in January, regardless of the month you joined FCA (currently used to determine the renewal month). It might sound confusing, but eventually all membership renewals for a year will come up in January, a change we believe will simplify our current system of staggered renewal months. The membership coordinator will continue to keep track of memberships and send reminders at renewal time, so just check your newsletter mailing labels for your renewal date and wait for a renewal form to be mailed to you. Any questions, please email me at baweav@earthlink.net Also, a new FCA membership directory will be mailed out in March (sorry it is so late!). Please send me any updated information that you would like to include in the directory to baweav@earthlink.net. 

UPCOMING EVENTS
Cartwheels outing for March 12 - just a reminder that this event is coming up soon.  Contact Marion Radin for questions.

ADVANCE \d4Join FCA families and friend for Chinese Culture Day, Saturday, April 2nd from 9-3We are busy preparing for another wonderful Chinese Culture Day. This year the day will be held at Glenmont Elementary School in Glenmont, New York. This new location gives us much more room and if the weather cooperates a wonderful way to end the day...flying kites in the big open area behind the school.We are starting the day with a master story teller, Mary Murphy, Her stories will captivate children of all ages. Our day will end with a Chinese dance performance and then time to fly the kites that have been made during the day. Throughout the day there will be crafts, stories, games and much more. Registration is due my March 7th and the registration form can be found on the FCA website. If you have any question feel free to contact Val Falco (674-5802 or GVFalco@aol.com) 
Boston Chinatown Trip Tuesday, April 19 2005 
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ADVANCE \d4A Yankee Trails bus will leave Crossgates Commons, Washington Ave. Ext. promptly at 7:00 am. We will leave Boston at 5:30 pm. All parties will be on their own once we drop you off around the area of Chinatown. There are lots of sightseeing to do in and around the area of Chinatown and a very good transit system. Maps will be made available at the time of the trip. 
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ADVANCE \d4All members of FCA are invited and you are more than invited to invite family and friends. There is a limit of 55 however. The cost will be $30.00 per person but that price can go down if we get a full or near full bus.  Flyer for registration is attached.  Feel free to bring friends.
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ADVANCE \d4Let's hope for better weather this time out."
Wanted:  A Few Good Men and Women for Chinese Culture Day Preparation and Set up

tc \l1 "Wanted:  A Few Good Men and Women for Chinese Culture Day Preparation and Set upPay: Smiles and giggles of happy children on Sat., April 2nd

Job Description:

Craft Preparation:  This job has 2 parts, buying craft materials (specific list to be provided) and preparing crafts.  Both can be done at your convenience.  An evening of craft preparation is set for March 15 7:00-8:30 so many people could engage together in higher levels skills like cutting and pasting.   

Set Up: We need at least 10 people to help set up tables, arrange rooms and put up decorations and signs.  We will meet at Glenmont at 7:00 am, 2 hours before the actual Culture Day begins.

Registration: We need 2 people to handle the registration on the morning of the 2nd.  You need to be available from 8:30-10:30.

FCA Table:  We need several people to work 1 or 2 hour shifts at the Families with Children From China table on the 2nd.

Help with lunch: Collect lunch tickets and help with any problems.  You will also need to make sure the 1st lunch shift is out by 12:30.  This could be 2 people, 1 at each lunch shift.

Our Chinese Daughters Foundation Table and Half the Sky Table: Several people needed to work 1 or 2 hour shifts on the 2nd.

Craft Room Monitor: This job can be shared and broken up into shifts.  There will be 2 craft rooms and we need an adult to help our teenage volunteers 

Clean Up:  Here the saying many hands make the work light is appropriate.  The more help we have the faster and easier it is.  We start at 3:00 on the 2nd and want to be done by 4:00.

 Please contact Val Falco (674-5802 or GVFalco@aol.com )if you can help with any of the jobs above. 

CHINESE CULTURE CAMP - information from Kathy Eastman

ADVANCE \d4

ADVANCE \d42005 River South Chinese Culture Summer Camp - Registration Starts Now! 

A sensational summer awaits parents and kids at River South Summer Camp! 
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ADVANCE \d4www.beemoo.com 
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ADVANCE \d4The 2005 River South Summer Camp is now accepting applications. Application deadline is March 2005. This great Summer Camp is a joint project run by Amerasia Beemoo which is the principal organizer and JiaXing Lake South International School of JiaXing City. Besides regular itinerary price $1000.00 Amerasia Beemoo also comes out with an exciting yet economic schedule especially tailored for the parents. For only $350, parents will have the exclusive privilege of enjoying a two week River South tour (Boat Museum, South North Lake in 

ADVANCE \d4HaiYan, XiTang, Wu Town, Tidal Wave Watch in HaiNing, South Lake of JiaXing) which includes accommodations and meals. There will be fun-filling free lessons in TaiChi, Chinese painting and Chinese crafts. The SuZhou and HangZhou One Day Tour is not included in this package.(we also have provide the opportunity for parents to teach English in China. 

ADVANCE \d4If they interesting in can call us find out the detail.) We at Amerasia Beemoo work closely with the local Chinese government. Our years of experience in Sino-America education cooperation allow us to further improve the quality of all the events at the Summer Camp for this year. We have learned from our experience from our 2004 program that in the future we should invite more people from the U.S. to China so that there will be a better understanding of Chinese customs, humanity, and culture as a whole. JiaXing is where River South Culture starts. JiaXing Municipal government has in the past promoted a series of culture activities to make JiaXing the true spokesman for River South Culture. These cultural events include JiaXing South Lake Boat Festival, QianTang River Tidal Wave Watch Festival, South North Lake Tour Festival, XiTang Cultural Festival, PingHu Water Melon Lantern Festival, TongXiang Chrysanthemum Festival etc. JiaXing is conveniently located between Shanghai and HangZhou, easily accessible to any of the scenic spots of River South (within half an hour to one hour's ride). You can tour the classic scenic spots, experience River South wisdom generations old and relive the sentiment from an old and classic water town of China. You will be able to go through the exquisite bridges, meander along river walks and enjoy river village architecture scenes only available from the books. You will learn about the silk culture of China, the River South culture, the South merchant culture and other cultural essences.
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A TIDBIT by Ann Lapinski

The Red Thread Lucy Kaplansky

The name of the CD is based upon the ancient Chinese belief that when a child is born, invisible red threads reach out from the child’s spirit to all of the important people who will be part of the child’s life.  The thread may tangle but they will never break.   This singer/songwriter has adopted a daughter from China and two moving songs on this CD related to China and adoption. One is about adopting her daughter and the other is about her mother and the ultimate connection through to her daughter.  Her website is www.lucykaplansky.com.  Fred and I love her voice and her song writing ability.

RECIPE by Ann Lapinski

Beef or Chicken Lo Mein
8 ounces spaghetti ( I used whole wheat which the kids did not notice)

1 teaspoon dark sesame oil

2 teaspoons vegetable oil

3 cups chopped broccoli

1 cup sliced onion

1 teaspoon minced fresh ginger ( I leave this out because my kids don’t like it)

2 garlic cloves, minced

12 ounces beef sirloin or boneless chicken breast

3 Tbsp. Low sodium beef or chicken broth

3 Tbsp. Low sodium soy sauce

2 Tbsp. Brown sugar

1 Tbsp. Oyster sauce

Cook spaghetti according to package directions, rinse and add sesame oil.  In a small bowl, combine broth, soy sauce, brown sugar and oyster sauce.  Heat vegetable oil in a wok or large non stick skillet.  Add onion and cook lightly.  Add broccoli and cook for 3 minutes.  Add garlic and continue cooking another minute or so. Add beef or chicken and cook about 5 minutes, until cooked through.  Add soy sauce mixture and pasta to the skillet, stirring 1-2 minutes until heated through.  Serves about 4.
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