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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR:
A note of thanks to all those involved with Chinese Culture Day.  What a success!  I attended the annual ping pong tournament of the US China Peoples Friendship Association and some of the members had assisted with the day, having attended for the first time. They were so impressed!  By the way, the ping pong tournament was lots of fun, very child friendly and a good way to connect with some of the members of the local Chinese Community.  I highly recommend attending next year. 

Ann Lapinski
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Welcome Home

By Marion Radin

In this column, we take a moment to welcome home your new arrivals.  If you have recently adopted a child or know of an FCA family that has recently adopted a child from Asia, please contact me at 479-3435 or FCA@radin.net.

This month we welcome two recent arrivals, both adopted from China.

Nora ZiQing Rose Ebersman was adopted in January, 2005, by Christine Rant and Douglas Ebersman from Albany.  Nora is from FengCheng City, which is 50 km from Nanchang, the capital of Jiangxi Province.  Nora was 12 months at the time of the adoption.

Christine and Doug did some sight-seeing in Shanghai for a couple of days prior to the adoption and met up with their travel group in Nanchang.  They were quite surprised to discover that the children had already been brought to Nanchang and were ready to be picked up minutes after the new parents-to-be had arrived!  As it turned out, the Provincial officials were trying to process as many adoptions as possible before the beginning of the Lunar New Year festivities, so there about 200 children waiting for families at the Civil Affairs Office.

Nora bonded with Christine and Doug very quickly and was a real trouper during their travels around China and home.  They enjoyed fine weather and few crowds while in China.  Nora continues to thrive now that she’s in her new home, gaining weight and zipping around in her baby walker.  She loves to play with the other kids in their neighborhood and enjoys being the center of attention in her new family.

Christine and Doug traveled with three other families from our area so we hope to see all the new families at our events soon.  Congratulations!

We send our congratulations also to Ellen & Thomas Doolin, who adopted Bryan Patrick HaiFeng Doolin on March 17, 2005.  Bryan came to the Doolins wearing a green snow suit so he was perfectly attired for St. Patrick’s Day!  Bryan, also known as “Er DiDi” (second youngest brother), is from Foshan Nanhai in Guangdong Province and was 19 months old at the time of his adoption.  Big sister Maggie was also on hand to greet her new brother and to visit “her China” again (Maggie is from YuGan).  Big sister Kelley (homegrown) and big brother David (adopted last year from ChangZhou) stayed home with their grandmother for this trip.

Bryan is a spirited, active little boy who loves toy cars, balls, and a stuffed bear from big sister Kelley.  According to Ellen, Bryan also loves throwing and hiding things and has an “impish” grin that has kept him out of trouble!  Bryan and Maggie had a wonderful time together blowing bubbles and playing ball during their time together in China.  

Since the Doolin family had plenty of time in Guangzhou while waiting for the adoption and visa paperwork to be completed, they were able to do lots of sightseeing around the city.  They filled their time playing, shopping, visiting the zoo, visiting many restaurants, and more shopping.  They also visited Bryan’s orphanage in Foshan Nanhai.  Bryan enjoyed seeing his former caretakers and friends, and was extra “smiley” with his new family after the visit.

The newly expanded family arrived home in Albany just in time to celebrate Maggie’s third birthday and Easter.  Bryan is settling in well and enjoys playing with his new family.

Congratulations to all families with new arrivals!

BOOK REVIEW
LOVE IN THE DRIEST SEASON by Neely Tucker

This review is taken from the School Library JournalAdult/High School–This is the riveting account of how two Mississippians, newspaper reporter Tucker, who is white, and his African-American wife, Vita, adopted a baby. Shortly after their marriage, he was posted to Harare, Zimbabwe, where thousands of children have been orphaned by AIDS and extended families are overburdened with their care. One day, a newborn was rescued from abandonment in the bush and brought into the orphanage where the Tuckers were volunteering. Chipo was tiny and close to death, but she latched onto Neely's finger, and he fell in love with her. The couple were told that it's practically impossible for foreigners to adopt a Zimbabwean baby, but they decided to try. Neely traveled around Africa, reporting on uprisings, massacres, and genocides. Intermittently, he returned to Harare to deal with the rigid, arrogant social-welfare bureaucracy and the horrible sadness of the children dying in the understaffed orphanage. Through patience, political savvy, and the help of sympathetic social workers, he was able to get the necessary papers to adopt the child. The story offers insights into interracial marriage, African politics, and daily life in a Third World country. Teens are sure to be fascinated by the Tuckers' experience.–Penny Stevens, Andover College, Portland, ME 

I read the above book recently and found it fascinating and moving. I’d suggest it for any adoptive parent to read.

COMMENTS ON CHINESE CULTURE DAY:
By Millie Eidson:

ADVANCE \d4We had a great day with my 10-year old, so it worked well for multiple age groups. Lian's favorites were the story telling in the beginning, the taichi with swords, ribbon dance, lunch, making fans, and the dragon dance. Thanks to Donna Mazzeo and Val Falco, our chief organizers, and everyone else who put in so much time (I'm not sure Barb Weaver ever got much of a rest from the registration desk!) 
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 Many thanks to all of you who put so much time and energy into this  great event. My 5 year old daughter, JieJie, loved every moment. When  pressed for telling us her favorite part, it was a tie between the  dragon dance and doing tai-chi. Thank you! 
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ADVANCE \d4The FCA Autumn Moon Festival is tentatively scheduled for Saturday, September 17th, 2005, at St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Hackett Blvd., Albany.

The next 7-Ups potluck is May 14, 5:00 to 7:30 at St. Paul's Episcopal Church, Hackett Blvd., Albany.

Family Weekend in the Adirondacks - Father’s Day Weekend. See attached flyer.

RECIPE
CASHEW CHICKEN

This recipe is stolen from the WAMC website.  David Rubell, a historian who specializes in American Presidents, is also a good cook and provides family friendly recipes. I did not make the recipe as written but tried it tonight doing a broccoli and garlic stir fry using David’s sauce. It disappeared from my dinner table.

2 large boneless chicken breasts (about 1 and 1/4 pounds)

1 egg white

1 Tbsp. Cornstarch

Cut chicken breasts into bite sized pieces. Add egg white and cornstarch, mix well.  Set aside.

3 Tbsp. Hoisin sauce

3 Tbsp. Rice wine or dry sherry

Mix and set aside.

3 cloves garlic chopped

3 scallions cut into ½ inch pieces

1 red bell pepper,  sliced

6 ounces unsalted cashews

1 Tbps. Peanut or vegetable oil

2 tsp. Roasted sesame oil

Heat wok over medium flame.  Add cashews and dry fry for about 2 minutes. Set aside.

Raise the flame to high. Add the peanut oil and heat until it just begins to smoke.  Add garlic and stir-fry about 30 seconds.  Add pepper and chicken and stir fry 2 minutes.  Add sauce and stir fry another minute.  Add sesame oil, cashews and scallions and continue to stir fry until cooked through, about another minute.  Serve over rice. 
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