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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR:

 I had such a neat kid experience this week that I have to share it.  I was taking a walk in the rain after dinner when the sky brightened and I knew there had to be a rainbow.  Sure enough, one started and got brighter and brighter.  As I was walking toward home, one of Sujin’s friends was taking out the garbage when I passed by.  I was wondering whether I should mention the rainbow because maybe he was the kind of kid who just wouldn’t care. In the end, I yelled over to him and pointed it out.  He looked up to the sky with awe and responded “Gee, thanks”. Here’s hoping that you experience rainbows in your day and the joy of a child is mixed in to make them more special.









Ann Lapinski
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BOOK REVIEW by Ann Lapinski  Book for Adults
Digging to America by Anne Tyler


When I saw this book on hardcover fiction bestseller list, I decided that I needed to include it in the newsletter even though I had not read the book yet.  The setting for the story is Baltimore between the years 1997 and 2004.  The story unfolds in a series of annual “arrival day” parties being held in honor of two infant daughters who are adopted from South Korea. One family is white and the other is Iranian-American.  The novel deals with issues of immigration, adoption and ethnicity.  It’s on my long list of books to read. Let me know if you manage to read it too.

FCA Elections, by Millie Eidson
          After many years of service to FCA, as Board Member, Treasurer, and finally President, Pat Wilcox is stepping down in order to prioritize health and family. Those few members who have served as President are very special people, who have all contributed a huge amount to FCA, each in their own way. We’re also saying goodbye to RoseAnne Fogarty and Evelyn Awad as board members—we’ll miss all of them.

         This is the time of year when FCA holds its annual election for board members and officers. The following list includes those FCA members who are volunteering to serve FCA on your behalf for the next year. We’d appreciate your expressing support for any or all of them by voting on the FCA yahoo group poll. Go to www.yahoogroups.com, sign in with your yahoo name and password (unless your computer ‘remembers’ you), click on the icon for FCA-NY, then go to Polls. Look for the current open poll, not any previous closed polls. If you have any questions about how to do that, contact Lauren Turczak at olehswife@aol.com. Alternatively, you may mail in a note to FCA at PO Box 327, Slingerlands, NY 12159. We would like to have the new board up and running by the end of June, so the voting will be closed on June 30. We’d also welcome self-nominations or nomination of others (but check with them first) for board positions at any time. Our group is only as strong as we individuals make it. So please pitch in and get involved, on committees, individual events, or projects. If you have an idea for something you think might be good for FCA-NY to do, please come by a board meeting and present it, or ask one of the board members/officers to present it for you. And even better, commit to organizing it when the board gives the green light!

Lauren Turczak, President
Marion Radin, Vice-President and Events Committee Chair

Rosemary Lamb, Secretary
Millie Eidson, Treasurer, Nominations Coordinator
Barbara Weaver, Membership Coordinator
Ann Lapinski, Newsletter Editor
Cynthia Cramsie, Yahoo group coordinator
Dick Neimeyer, WebMaster and Yahoo group assistant
Val Falco, Chinese Culture Day Coordinator

Donna Mazzeo, Board Member





RECENT EVENTS 7-UPS POTLUCK

At our recent potluck, Chris Coloruso met with us to discuss issues about kids and adoption.  There was a very lively and interesting discussion among the parents that seemed engaging for everyone.  Thanks to Roseann Fogarty for organizing this event.

RECIPE 

Jumbo Shrimp and Asparagus submitted by Marion Radin - Thanks Marion!

Ingredients: 

2 cups water 
2 bunches asparagus, trimmed and cut into 1-inch pieces 
2 tablespoons vegetable oil 
24 large fresh shrimp, peeled, deveined and cut in half lengthwise 
2 teaspoons chopped fresh ginger root 
3 tablespoons soy sauce 
2 teaspoons sugar 
1 teaspoon dry sherry 
Salt to taste 

Directions: 
1. In a medium saucepan, bring 2 cups of water to boil. Cook asparagus in boiling water for 3 minutes. Drain, reserving 2 tablespoons of liquid.
2. Heat the oil in a skillet or wok over medium high heat. Sauté the shrimp pieces until the color changes, about 3 to 5 minutes. Stir in asparagus with reserved liquid, and season with ginger, soy sauce, sugar, sherry, and salt to taste. Continue to cook for 5 more minutes.
I found this recipe on allrecipes.com, and it's great served over white or brown rice with a salad on the side. My daughters will eat this up and ask for more!
THE BOARD MEETING IN BRIEF
Present at the April 27th board meeting were Barbara Weaver – VP and Membership Coordinator, Lauren Turczak – Secretary, Ann Lapinski – Newsletter Editor, Dick Neimeyer – Webmaster, Marion Radin – Events Coordinator, Evelyn Awad, Cynthia Cramsie and Donna Mazzeo.

Visiting were Kris Rooney, Debbie Hoffman and Lee Hua Miaw

Debbie Hoffman and Lee Hua Miaw made a presentation of the Chinese Community Center’s new facility.  Upcoming events were discussed – in particular the Pyramid Lake Weekend.It was decided that Evelyn Awad and Debbie Hoffman would organize an FCA Pot Luck Dinner at the new CCC Facility as a way of introduction to our members.

The next meeting will be June 15th. 

NOTE FROM MEMBERSHIP -

           Although quite a few of you have renewed your membership, many of you have not, making my job more challenging.  If you have not renewed , expect a call from a board member. Non responses will be taken off the membership rolls, including not receiving this wonderful newsletter!  Please put this newsletter down right now and send in your form.  If you can’t locate the form, you can contact me at baweav@earthlink.net.  Thanks!
UPCOMING EVENTS
THURSDAY'S AT THE CROSSINGS 
This year, our weekly playground meetings will begin on May 18. They will be held every Thursday at 1PM until the end of summer. The Crossings is located in Colonie at Exit 4 off the Northway. The address is 580 Albany Shaker Road, just East of Wolf Road. There is a wonderful playground, a maze, walking trails, a pond, bathrooms and vending machines. 

I will be there with my 3 year old as often as possible. The get-togther is casual, if you're free and feel like playing, just show up! 

Lauren Turczak

BASEBALL GAME AT HUDSON VALLEY 
- The US China Peoples Friendship Association will be planning an evening to see a Tri-City Valley Cats game.  They would like us to join them at the game.  Details will be posted on the e-group when we get them.

FCA EVENTS SCHEDULE FOR Spring/Summer 2006
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Pyramid Lake
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June
24-25
Sat-Sun TC \l4 "

Dragon Boat Festival – Toronto, ONT
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7-Ups Potluck
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RoseAnne Fogarty
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Buddhist Temple Ceremony
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Judy Stevens
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Pottery painting at Creative Sparks in Saratoga Springs – see flyer


X

Lauren Turczak
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Great Escape/Splash Water Kingdom – 10 a.m. at Boar Statue


X

Lauren Turczak

Aug
26
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Lake George boat cruise – Lac du Saint Sacrament – 12 p.m. – 2 p.m.


X

Marion Radin

Please check www.fcy-ny.org or the FCA-NY Yahoo group for updated information and additional events.
POTTERY PAINTING

AT

CREATIVE SPARKS!
Sunday, July 16th at 2:00 PM

42 Phila Street, Saratoga Springs

PH# 583-2030

A great opportunity to explore your creative side.  This kid friendly studio in Saratoga Springs has a huge selection of items to paint, or try a mosaic!

The studio fee is $5 per participant (so, if you’re just helping your child, you pay a fee for one).  This covers the glazing and firing of up to two pieces.  Piece prices range from $5 to $45 – the most popular being around $15.

There is a participant limit of 20 people, so be sure to return your reservation with check as soon as possible.  Pay your studio fee now and then buy your pieces at the event.

Pieces are ready to pick up one week later.

Makes a great gift for relatives.  Becky made her Dad a mocha mug and there was another little girl making a beautiful serving dish with her hand print in the center.
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Make checks payable to:  Creative Sparks 

Mail to:                             Lauren Turczak

                                          132 Rabbit Road



                  Greenwich, NY 12834

Name ______________________________________

Address_____________________________________

Phone______________________________________ 

 Number of painters:________    x  $5 = ____________

Total number of people attending ____________
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